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THE GAULS
The coarse of Roman history, hitherto disturbed only by petty border wars,
now suffers a great convulsion. Over her neighbours on the east and north
the republic was in the ascendant; on the west the frail oligarchies of Etruria/
had sunk before Camillus and his hardy soldiers ; when, by an untoward union
of events, Rome saw her best general banished, and heard of the barbarian
host which was wasting the fair land of Italy. The Gauls burst upon Latium
and the adjoining lands with the suddenness of a thunderstorm. It swept
over the face of Italy, crushing and destroying. The Etruscans were
weakened by it; and if Rome herself was laid prostrate, the Latins also
suffered greatly, the Volscians trembled, and the JEquians were irrecoverably
weakened.
The Gauls were a tribe of that large race of mankind who are known under
the name of Celts, and who at the time in question peopled nearly the whole
of western Europe, from the heart of Germany to the ocean, The northern
and central parts of the continents were already in the hands of various
nations, called by the common name of Germans or Teutons, to whom
belonged the Goths, Saxons, Danes, Normans, Lombards. Franks, and Ala-
manni, while the Celts possessed France, a great part of Germany, most of
Spain and Portugal, together with the British Isles. Of these Celts there
were two great divisions, commonly called Gael and Cymri, differing in
habits and language. The ancient inhabitants of France were Gael, iJose
of Britain and Belgica were Cymri; and the Druidieal religion, though some-
times adopted by the Gael, was properly and originally Cymric. Gael are
still found in Ireland and in the Highlands of Scotland; Cymri in Wales and
Low Brittany; and they have left traces of their name in Cumberland.
Before the time we are now speaking of, there had been a great movement
in the Celtic nations. Two great swarms went out from Gaul. Of these,
one crossed the Alps into Italy; the other, moving eastward, in the course
of time penetrated into Greece, and then passed into Asia Minor, where they
were known under the name of Galatians.
It is supposed that the Gael who dwelt in the eastern parts of Gaul,
being oppressed by Cymric tribes of the west and north, went forth to seek
new homes in distant lands, as in later times the Gothic and German nations
were driven in the contrary direction by the Huns and other Asiatic hordes,
who were thronging into'Europe from the east. At all events, it is certain
that large bodies of Celts passed over the Alps before and after this time,
and having once tasted the wines and eaten the fruits of Italy, were in no
Lurr}' to return from that fair land into their own less hospitable regions.
The 'course taken by these adventurers was probably over divers passes of
the Alps, from the Mount Cenis and the Little St. Bernard to the Simplon.
Pouring from these outlets, they overran the rich plains of northern Italy,
and so occupied the territory which lies between the Alps, the Apennines, and
the Adriatic, that the Romans called this territory Gallia Cisalpina, or Hither
Gaul. The northern Etruscans gave way before these fierce barbarians, and
their name is heard of no more in those parts. Then the Gauls crossed the
Apennines into southern Etruria, and while they were ravaging that country
they first came in contact with the sons of Rome.                                         i
The common date for this event is 390 B.C.   How long before this time ,
the Gallic hordes had been pouring into Italy we know not.   But whenever
it was that they first passed over the Alps, it is certain that now they first,
crossed the Apennines.